. Introduction
The beetle superfamily Curculionoidea (weevils) is very unevenly represented in upper Mesozoic assemblages . It is one of the numerically dominant beetle groups in the Upper Jurassic of Karatau in Kazakhstan (Arnoldi et al ., 1977) and in some Lower Cretaceous localities in the Russian Far East (Gromov et al ., 1993) . However , many other fossil insect assemblages are poor in weevils . This is especially true of the European Mesozoic where , for instance , no weevils have been recorded from the famous Upper Jurassic insect 'lagersta ¨ tte ' of Solnhofen (Germany) . It is unclear whether this reflects an impoverishment of the Mesozoic European beetle fauna or is a taphonomic bias . In living weevils wing reduction is widespread , especially in island faunas , and flightless insects are generally poorly represented in fossil assemblages . Perhaps flightless weevils were a significant part of the beetle fauna inhabiting the archipelagos existing in the Mesozoic over much of present-day Europe (Barron et al ., 1981 ; Funnel , 1990) . However , some (though not all) Mongolian Mesozoic insect assemblages are also poor in weevils , and very few finds have been recorded from China which was then part of a large continental mass (Chen , 1987) . In the southern continental land masses weevils are well represented in the Lower Cretaceous of Santana , Brazil (Zherikhin & Gratshev , in prep . ) but are absent from a large collection of similar age (Aptian) from Koonwarra , Australia (Jell & Duncan , 1986) .
The diversity of weevils in the Upper Jurassic of Kazakhstan is so great that any postulated trophic connection with particular plant groups which are poorly represented in the European Mesozoic seems unlikely . A palaeoclimatic explanation is equally unlikely because during the Jurassic and Cretaceous Europe (poor in weevils) and Kazakhstan (rich in them) enjoyed a warm subtropical climate while Siberia (rich) was temperate , and in the Early Cretaceous both Europe and the temperate Russian Far East (rich) were moist areas with a maritime climate 0195 -6671 / 97 / 050625 ϩ 08 $25 . 00 / 0 / cr970084 ÷ 1997 Academic Press Limited contrasting with the more arid inland areas of Kazakhstan and Mongolia (poor) (Krassilov , 1985 ; Naidin et al ., 1986 ; Vakhrameev , 1988) . Thus the distribution pattern of Mesozoic weevils cannot be interpreted in a simple way . Perhaps a number of European Mesozoic weevils is represented in various collections by disarticulated elytra and their remains lie unrecognized . Only a future comparison of all available material in more detail may help to resolve this problem .
The Lower Cretaceous of Sierra del Montsec in Lleida Province , northeastern Spain , is one of the few sources of Mesozoic weevils in Europe , and is important despite the low yield . Three specimens were recorded by Whalley & Jarzembowski (1985) and no additional material is recognized in a review of the Montsec insect fauna by Martı ´ nez-Delclo ` s (1991) , who also discussed the general geological and palaeoecological setting . We have re-examined the specimens described by Whalley & Jarzembowski and Arnoldi , 1977 This group is treated here in the strict sense (as equivalent to the tribe Eobelini of Arnoldi in Arnoldi et al ., 1977) ; most other taxa of Eobelidae sensu Arnoldi should be transferred to the family Nemonychidae (Zherikhin & Gratshev , 1995) . This family was earlier tentatively treated by us as a subfamily within the Belidae (Zherikhin & Gratshev , 1995) but the wing venation of modern Australian Car illustrated by Zimmermann (1994) , as well as a number of important synapomorphies established for the living , and partially also for the extinct , genera (Kuschel , 1992 (Kuschel , , 1995 Thompson , 1992 ; Zimmermann , 1994) justify raising it to a family as proposed earlier by Thompson (1992) and Zimmermann (1994) who named it Caridae (for synonymy , see Zherikhin & Gratshev , 1995) . We agree with Kuschel (1992 Kuschel ( , 1995 (Zherikhin & Gratshev , 1995) , having priority over Caridae Thompson , 1992 , Caridae Zimmermann , 1994 , and Baissorhynchini Zherikhin , 1993 . Comparison . Similar to other Mesozoic genera in that the rostrum is distinctly longer than head and pronotum combined and forecoxae are closer to base of prothorax than to its apex , but dif fers from them in having a straight , stout rostrum , and from all previously described genera in having much smaller eyes and the elytra impressed basally along the suture . The shape of the tibiae and tarsal segments is also distinctive . Curculionoidea : family , genus and species uncertain Figure 3 1985 weevil , sp . 1955 , shows too little morphological detail to be identified below the level of the superfamily . It is certainly dif ferent from the two other specimens (above) , at least at the generic level . The rostrum is as long as the pronotum , distinctly and regularly curved ; the antennae seem to be straight (not geniculate) , short and inserted near the base of the rostrum . The elytra are striate and two basal ventrites are short . This specimen most probably belongs to either the Eccoptarthridae or the Attelabidae .
